
THE DIRTY 
DOZEN



What is the dirty dozen?

12 of the most common human error 
preconditions or conditions that can act as 

precursors to accidents or incidents

Fatigue - being mentally & 
physically taxed

Lack of Communication – It’s 
not what you say, it’s how you 

say it

Distraction – The challenge of 
instant gratification



What is the dirty dozen?

12 of the most common human error 
preconditions or conditions that can act as 

precursors to accidents or incidents

Lack of Resources – Can 
we do more with less

Stress –personal & 
professional challenges

Complacency – habits & 
routines



What is the dirty dozen?

12 of the most common human error 
preconditions or conditions that can act as 

precursors to accidents or incidents

Lack of Teamwork – No 
man is an island

Pressure – working 
smart not hard

Lack of Knowledge – no 
defined goal/objective



What is the dirty dozen?

12 of the most common human error 
preconditions or conditions that can act as 

precursors to accidents or incidents

Lack of Awareness – tunnel 
vision

Lack of Assertiveness –
unable to effectively 

communicate 

Norms – How we do things 
around here


